Alphabet and Pronunciation

The German Alphabet and Pronunciation

Letter! IPA? Similar sound in English®
A a Ja/ father

B,b /be:/ boy / top (at end of word)
C,c /tse:/ hats / gz;t

D,d /de:/ dog / hat (at end of word)
E e =% fate / get

F f /ef/ find

Gg /ge:/ get

Hh  /hay/ help

ILi /iz/ jeans / sit

L] /jot/ year

Kk  /kay kite

L1 /el/ lip

M, m /em/ mother

N, n /en/ never

0,0 /o:/ hope / hot

P,p /pe:/ pet

Q.q /ku:/ always "qu" which makes /kv/ sound
R r /er/ guttural R / open a at end of word
S, s /es/ sand / zoo

Tt /te:/ toe

U, u ja:/ spoon / put

V,v /faw/ find

W, w /ve:/ vibe

X, x /1ks/ kicks

Y,y /ypstlon/  like U with pursed lips

Z, z /tset/ hats

A A e/ bed

0,6 @/ bird (New Zealand pronunciation)
U, i /y:/ like U with pursed lips

3 /es tset/  sand

(1) The first column lists the German letters in alphabetical order, including the three umlauts and Eszett.

(2) The second column shows the phonemic notation for each German letter as described by the International

Phonetic Alphabet (IPA).

(3) The third and final column lists English words with comparable consonant and vowel sounds. The relevant

sound is underlined.
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