Persian Alphabet and Pronunciation

The Persian Alphabet and Transliteration

Letter name IPA Transliteration End Middle Beginning Isolated
alef takes vowel sound takes vowel sound L L T/l |
be /b/ b — —_ - o
pe /p/ P o~ - = <
te /t/ t Cu _ 5 <
se /s/ S S _ = &
jim /d3/ j - > = a
che 1tf/ ch o = = a
he /h/ h = - - C
khe /x/ kh c e = C
daal /d/ d o o S >
zaal /z/ oo oo ) )
re /t/ - - B) B
ze /z/ z e g B B
zhe /3/ zh 5 5 5 35
sin /s/ S o —. - o
shin /f/ sh g e o g
saad /s/ S ol —_ -0 P
zaad /z/ VA o o ) P
taa /t/ t L b b b
zaa /z/ Z L b b b
eyn 12/ ' & = - ¢
geyn ¥/ q C' = < &
fe /t/ f — - - 9
qaaf y/ q e - - ]
kaaf /k/ k S X Y S
gaaf /g/ g L L kY Y
laam N/ 1 S A4 J J
mim /m/ m ~ — — ¢
nun /n/ n O —_ - O
vaav v/, ha/, o/ v, u, 0 pe pe 9 9
he /h/ h “ - 2 °
ye /il y - - = <
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Persian Alphabet and Pronunciation

Persian Vowels

Transliteration® IPA®P Similar to this

English sound®
a [/ bat
aa /o:/ palm
e /el pet
/o/ glory
/iz/ glee
u Jax/ flute
ey /ej/ they
ow /ow/ gl&

(A) The first column lists vowels used in the transliteration of Persian in this book.

(B) The middle column shows the phonemic notation for each transliterated vowel.

(C) The third and final column lists English words with comparable vowel sounds. The relevant vowel is
underlined. Keep in mind that these are just approximations.
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